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News from our E.P., Kevin Keaton

Summer Reading

Already appearing in journals and on websites are "Recommended Reading” lists for the
summer of 2010. Ranging from novels to weighty tomes, there are plenty and perhaps too
many choices vying for the status of “the book packed for vacation.”

There are abundant suggestions regarding what one chooses to read. I, on the other hand,
would encourage consideration of how one reads!

Quite often, in an attempt to complete a book (or stack of them), there is the tendency to
devour large chunks of text in a single sitting. While this may be expedient, it may not prove
to be efficacious.

Wiser ones, such as Eugene Peterson, have encouraged savoring the words through the
thoughtful “chewing” of smaller passages. Peterson refers to this as “meditation through
mastication”: making available the full nourishment the passage has to offer.

After all, the real point of summer reading should not to list the number of books completed.
It rather should be to know how particular words engaged the mind, raised questions,
discovered insights, calmed fears, ignited conviction, soothed the spirit, and nurtured the
soul.

May God bless you with meaningful summer reading! m

LN Kevin
£

Please hold on to todayOs issue. It covers the weeks of June 7, 14, and 21. At the end of
the issue you will find and event calendar covering the entire month of June. And individual
prayer calendars for each of the three weeks covered by this issue. The next regular issue
will come out on June 28. The deadline to submit new announcements or share stories
about mission and ministry in the presbytery for the July 5 issue is 5pm on July 1%,

From the Editor

Family Day at Rosenblatt

Missouri River Valley Presbytery is hosting a fun -filled family day
at Rosenblatt Stadium on August 22 nd

The Omaha Royals baseball game begins at 1:35 p.m. with clowns doing face painting and
balloon art during the game, as well as a “fun area” for kids.

A block of 100 tickets has been purchased on the 3™ base line. If you and your
family would like to attend you may pick up the tickets, $5 each, at the Presbytery
office which is $2 off the regular price.

We hope you are able to come and enjoy one of the last games at The "Blatt” as well
as a summer afternoon with other members of the Presbytery.



2010 -2011 Planning Calendars

The new 2010-2011 Planning Calendars are now available in the presbytery office.
They are $6.30 each

Apply Now for a Komarek Trust Grant

The Komarek Charitable Trust was created by Joseph C. and Phyllis C. Komarek.

Grants are to be used for physical repairs and improvem ents to Preshyterian
churches within Missouri River Valley Presbytery .

. First-time applicants will be given priority.
' ; Applications are due by June 15 th .
O AD'P ! y The Mission Committee of MRV Presbytery will make
recommendations to the
Board of Trustees by late July, and the funds will be available in September or October.

Committee evaluations are based on detailed estimates of costs and fundraising in progress.
For an application for a Komarek Trust Grant, click on or paste the following link in

browser:
http://www.pmrv.ora/docs/Forms/Komarek%20Application%2008%2017%2009.pdf

Social Justice Opportunities

Book, Movie & Music Drive for Omaha Digital Bridge Project

Spring Clea ning? First Presbyterian Church, Omaha needs your unwanted or
no longer needed Books, Movies and Music.

All proceeds will support FPC Omaha’s computer lab’s newest mission: Omaha Digital
Bridge

The goal : to eliminate unemployment in Omaha and build contributors to our community
by: Serving the needs of the un- and under-employed; Equipping them to bridge the digital
divide*; and Deploying them with employable skills to serve others and our community.

*Digital Divide: The troubling gap between people who have the ability, access and skills to benefit
from computers and the Internet and those who do not.

Bring your books, movies and music to FPC, Omaha.
Program contact: Rev A David Paul 402-345-5383 adpaul@fpcomaha.org

For more information and a flyer to promote this program, click on or paste the
following link in your browser:
http://pmrv.org/newsletters/attachments/mm 100531 book movie music drive.pdf




Benefit Concert for Every Baby Matters ~ One World, Omaha
When: Sunday June 13, 5-9 PM
Where: Arthur's 222 North 114th St Omaha 68154
Local Bands are volunteering their talent for the event.
Consider coming together to support weekly prenatal clinics at
South Omaha for One World’s expectant moms.
For more information, contact: Howard Dotson hr dotson@yahoo.com

For a promotional flyer , click on or paste the follo wing link in browser:
http://pmrv.org/newsletters/attachments/100501 charity jam session flyer2.pdf

Positions Available

Part - Time Director of Youth Ministry ( 20 hrs per week)

First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue is currently seeking a part-time director of youth
ministry to resource, administer, and lead the ministry to its 7""-12™ grade youth.

Qualified candidates should possess a personal faith in Jesus Christ,
\&/-2. \al \& a love and appreciation for youth and their faith development, an ability
Qw K Jua to empower and give ownership to volunteers, and strong organizational

skills. Some experience, either paid or volunteer, in youth ministry is

preferred.
Interested ca  ndidates should send a resume to : Don McCon, Personnel Chair, First
Presbyterian Church, 1220 Bellevue Blvd S., Bellevue, NE 68005 or by email to
donmccon3@cox.net. Job description is posted at 1stpresbvue.org

Application deadline is July 1.

Nursery Attendant

Presbyterian Church of the Cross is seeking a caring nursery attendant.

.g y‘ " For Sunday mornings, 8:45 —12:15
) g 1 gl and Wednesday evenings from 6:00 — 9:00 P.M.
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$9.00 per hour.
Interested persons should call 333-7466, ask for Sheri Sessions.
Full Time Youth Director
Dundee Presbyterian Church of Omaha is seeking a Youth Director.

This position is a full time position with benefits.
Candidates must have a love for Christ and Bachelors level degree
or equivalency in Christian Education experience.

* The Youth Director is not an ordained position.

* This position will report directly to the Senior Pastor of Dundee.
Please send your resume to: David Daisy, Director of Operations,
Dundee Presbyterian Church, 5312 Underwood Ave, Omaha, NE. 68132
or by email to: ddaisy@dpcomaha.org




Mission and Ministry Opportunities in the Presbytery

Step Out and Serve
An amazing Opportun ity for churches
in our presbytery to step out in practical acts of service

Vision
Churches joining together, expressing God’s love for our city, in practical acts of service.

Event

Step Out & Serve is a one day event in which churches across the greater Omaha area join
together to serve our city in practical acts of service. Churches from all denominations and
of all sizes send out volunteers from their buildings into the surrounding community.

Projects vary from church to church and include assisting local non-profit organizations with
work projects and needs, volunteering at homes for Veterans and/or disabled individuals,
cleaning up parks or trails, handing out bottled water to joggers, throwing block parties, or
mowing lawns. Each church picks its own projects and organizes its own volunteers.

All of the volunteers wear the same bright “"Step Out & Serve” T-shirt and in 2009 as many
as 6,000 servants for the kingdom could be found across our city.

In 2010 the coordinating leadership of Step Out & Serve transitioned to Imagine Omaha, a
team of servant leaders from a variety of expressions of God’s Kingdom in the expanded
Omaha Metro Region who have come together with a commitment to discover, facilitate and
support the emerging God opportunities for the Greater Life of our region.

Step Out & Serve will be August 22, 2010. Currently over 19 churches in the metro area are
involved. New this year, all participating churches will be asked to preach on common
scripture text with a common title on that Sunday. A common ad will be in the Omaha World
Herald under the title "One Lord, One Church, One Message” listing participating churches
and their worship times.

Step Out & Serve is an amazing testament of the love of Jesus for His people in Omaha.

If you are interested in participating, contact Caitlin O'Hare at Caitlin@whcomaha.org

"In the same way, let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16

For information about Step Out and Serve efforts in 2008 and 2009, click on or paste this
link in your browser: http://pmrv.org/newsletters/attachments/mm 100607 sons 0809.pdf




Calvin Crest is calling all creative types

Calvin CrestOs board of directors has creative plans in the works and is putting out

a call for volunteer creative help from members of Homestead and Missouri River

Valley presbyteries. This is a unique opportunity for amateurs and professionals to share
their talents to benefit Calvin Crest Camp-Conference & Retreat Center.

Are there members of your staff and/or congregations that would enjoy helping us
develop a new logo, branding materia Is, a new Web site, gateway and facility
signage, and other marketing elements to enhance Calvin Crest?

Please get the word out among your congregations and colleagues. The board’s Marketing
Committee would like to hear from interested parties by June 4. Please email Phil
Whitmarsh (loraxjr@aol.com) with your name and contact information to receive more
information.

The individual whose design is selected as Calvin Crest’s new logo will receive a selection of
new Calvin Crest items featuring their design. Participating volunteers will also receive new
Calvin Crest T-shirts.

p.s. — Wood Carvers, too!? There are several tall tree stumps that remain after large
evergreen and other trees were removed. Might anyone be willing to design and carve one
or more trunks, to be enjoyed for years by Calvin Crest’s visitors?

Presbytery Mission Trip : Meet our Nicaraguan Partners!
When: October 29 - November 5, 2010
Who: Everyone!
For Informational Flier, click on o r paste the following link in browser:
http://www.pmrv.org/newsletters/mm 100308 mission nicaragua.pdf
Contacts: Lyle Franzen at lyl franzen@yahoo.com or 210-6845, or
Joyce Serenil at 345-6093 or blackcat100@cox.net

Presbytery Youth Mission Trip

2010 Senior High Mission Trip
All Senior High Youth in the Presbytery are in vited to attend this yearOs mission trip
to Lexington, Kentucky. We will be working with the Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church’s
“Mission Immersion Project.” The Mission Immersion Project is committed to identifying &
addressing the needs of those whom Jesus called “the least of these” with the goal of
“helping youth understand the plight of those who are poor in America.
When: June 19-26
Cost: $100
Contact:  Brent Janzen, Youth Director, Avery Presbyterian Church, Bellevue
(402) 690-5258 - or - brjanz01@hotmail.com




Christ For The City African Ministry
Presents:
African Multi P Cultural Food Fair & Music

Date: Sat. June 12th 2010
Time: 2.00-7.00 Pm

Venue: Liberty C. Center
Address: 5616 & L (60th & J)

Charges: Adult $ 10 & $ 5 for Kids below 13 years
Payment: Checks to CFCI, Box 390395, Omaha, NE 68139 (marked African ministry
Purpose: To help raise funds for Immigrants program.
Meals sponsoring is welcome
Buy ticketsi  n advance!
Contact: John@cfci.org or cell phone: 402 905 8884.

PC(USA) Malawi Mission Network Meeting

The annual conference of the Malawi Network will be held from August 12th

through 15th in South Bend, IN. This conference will be very informative and enjoyable
for any individuals or congregations interested in mission in Malawi. PMRV has a mission
partnership in Malawi. There will be many outstanding speakers and organizations
represented, including Hunter Farrell, head of World Missions for our denomination and the
ambassador of Malawi.

For a flyer about the meeting, click on or paste this link in your browser:
http://pmrv.org/newsletters/attachments/mm 100531 malawi network.pdf

For more information about the conference, including registration and cost

information see : www.malawinetwork.org

News from our Congregations
Ho pe Presbyterian, Omaha
Hope Presbyterian Church is sponsoring it's 20th annual garage sale to benefit Omaha
Rebuilding Together and other local missions.
When: Friday June 18th from 8am till 6pm and Saturday June 19th from 8am till 1pm
Where: At the church located at 5220 S. 159th Avenue.
Our gym will be full of furniture, household items, bedding, toys, tools, crafts, clothes for all
ages and much more!
Accepting donations : 9am - 8pm from June 15th through June 17th.
Charitable donation receipts are available.
Invite friends, neighbors and co-workers to donate items and come to shop!
Questions call our mission representative JB Turner @ 597-6212.




Westminster, Council Bluffs

GRILLED STEAK SUPPER

When: Saturday, June 26, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.

Where: Westminster Church Fellowship Hall, 517 South 32nd Street, Council Bluffs
Cost: $7.00 (PREPAID)

Meal includes grilled steak, baked potato, vegetable, roll/butter, beverages and dessert.

Prepaid tickets are available from: John & Mary Adkins, Chris Gillette, Don & Joan
Hoden, Arny & Fran Rathke, Royce Tornblom
or by calling the church office (322 -5732).

Tickets must be purchased by Sunday, June 20th!!!
Sponsored by the Fellowship-Dream Team !!
Invite your friends! Bring your family!

Scholarships

For Synod Schoo I. Calvin Crest Summer Camps or Special Needs Camps
Missouri River Valley Presbytery is offering a variety of scholarships for Synod

School (July 25 - 30); for Camp Calvin Crest summer camps: or for Special Needs camps, to
be attended in 2010.

For the application form , click on or paste the following link in browser:

browser :http://www.pmrv.org/newsletters/mm 100329 scholarship.pdf

Return the completed application to Linda Reffert at Hope Presbyterian Church.

These scholarships are administered through the Faith Education & Leadership Development
Committee of the Presbytery.

Continuing Education Opportunities

Continuing Education for Staff
The Administrative Personnel Association (APA) offers opportunities for professional
development and personal growth for those called by God to serve as support staff of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). Encourage your support staff to attend.

The 2010 APA  Rocky Mountain Regional Conference
When: August 5 - 8, 2010
Where: Cheyenne, Wyoming.
Courses include: Biblical Interpretation, Church History, GA Entities, Effective Meeting
Minutes, Directory for Worship, and Office Administration
Registration Deadline : July 15, 2010
For more information, a brochure and registration form : click on or paste the following
link in your browser:http://www.pmrv.org/newsletters/mm 100607 apa brochure.pdf




PC(USA) Pastors Invited to Czech C onference

OHow Shall We Sing the LordOs Song in a Strange Land? b
Proclaiming the Gospel in a Secular SocietyO
When: March 23-April 1, 2011.
Where: The Protestant Theological Seminary in Prague, Czech Republic

Rev. Barbara A. Renton describes this as an “exciting continuing education opportunity” for
Presbyterian Church (USA) pastors to “share experience, discovery and reflection with
Czech pastors. ” A former chairperson of the General Assembly Mission Council, Renton
urges us “to consider engaging with Czech pastors in what is the oldest Reformation
country (100 years before Martin Luther) that today has been called the most secularized
country in Europe, to explore the challenges facing Christians today.”

Registration is limited to 12

Participants will also encounter local Czech congregations and have an opportunity to explore
the city of Prague.
The seminar will be in English.
For additional info rmation and the registration form, click on or paste the following
link in your browser: http://czechconnections.org/conferences.html
The deadline for registration is June 30.

Adolescent Suicid e:
An Essential Guide for Mental Health Professionals

When: Wednesday, June 9, 2010 ~ 8:45am - 12:30pm
Where: Scott Conference Center, 6450 Pine Street Omaha

For more information and to register , please click on or paste the following link in your
browser http://pmrv.org/newsletters/attachments/100524 adolescent suicide.pdf

Montreat Conference Center
New Center for Faith & Life
Presents Great Summer Adult Conferencing Line -Up

THE WOMEN'S CONNECTION 2010 - Take advantage of a special offer!
July 6-10, Eugenia Gamble heads a stellar cast of leaders for The Third Annual Women's
Connection at Montreat Conference Center. This year's theme, "Named, Redeemed and
Called," incorporates timely workshops, lively worship, and life-changing fellowship designed
to empower and rejuvenate the daughters of God.
New this year, the conference offers a money - saving special:
register with a daughter, niece, friend, neighbor - any woman younger than you -
and she can attend for a reduced program fee of $100.
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BEING "CHURCH" IN A CHANGING WORLD: Two Timely Conferences
FAITHFUL POLITICS, August 8-11. New in 2010
If God Doesn't Quit When Things Get Political, Why Do We?" For all the talk about faith and
politics in the media, there are precious few conversations in our congregations about
faithful political engagement. It is time to do better.
CHURCH UNBOUND, August 11-14. Back by popular demand
The dialogue continues ~ take part in fashioning a new vision for the church are invited to
join the conversation.

For more information or to register online, click on http://www.montreat.org

Annual Om aha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation
School for Pastors
When: June 16-23, 2010.
Where: Hasting College
The four faculty members who are participating this year are:
Dr. James E. Cobble, Jr., Christian Ministry Resources, NC
Dr. Mike Graves, Saint Paul School of Theology, Kansas City
Dr. Bonnie Sue Lewis, University of Dubuque Theological Seminary
Dr. Paul Allen Williams, UNO at Omaha
More information and an online application are available at:
http://www.omaha-sem-found.org/PastorRegistration.aspx

Crisis Care Responder Training Courses

Individual Crisis Intervention and Peer Support

When: August 6 & 7 (Friday and Saturday); 8:00 - 4:30 both days

Where: Omaha NE (Exact Location: TBA)

Cost:  $115.00 or if CCR Member $100.00

This course is designed for anyone who desires to increase their knowledge of individual
(one-on-one) crisis intervention when dealing with individuals who are working their way
through the grief cycle, recovering from a crisis in their lives, or suffered loss.

This course is required to serve as an Emotional & Spiritual Care Provider with CCR
(http://www.crisiscareresponders.com) and it is a required course to obtain a Certificate of
Specialized Training with the International Critical Incident Foundation. (www.icisf.org)

International Fellowship of Chaplaincy Training

When: June 14-18, 2010

Where: Omaha, NE ~ Monday through Friday (a total of 47 hours)

Registration and Fees: $295.00, includes training, materials, and workbook
To Register: go to http://www.ifoc.org

For a complete listing of courses offered in 2010 and a registration form please
email Marcia Flom: mflom@cfci.org or call her at 402.408.6888.




June Event Calendar (calendar begins on Monday)
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Week of June 7

Prayer Calendar (Calendar begins on Monday)
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June

7

Keep this
congregation in
your prayers
throughout the
coming week:
GlendaleCLP Bill
wood serves thig
congregation.

Celebrate the cal
of RevKathryn
Bates

Kathryn as
ordained 1978

8

Pray for Rev.
Charles Bulger.
Charles is retire
and living in
Omabha.

Pray for Rev.
Deena Candler,
member of the
PresbyteryOs
Permanent
Judicial
Commission

9
Pray for Rev. Kg
Bunnell. Ken is
retired and living
in Omaha.

Pray for Pam
Otto,

member of the
PresbyteryOs
Permanent
Judicial
Commission

10
Celebrate the cg
of RevStuart
Baxter

1953

Pray for Rev.
Mary Ann Calta.
MaryAnn is
currently serving
as pastor at
Benson
Presbyterian
Church.

Pray for Rev. Dr|
Russ Paler,
member of the
PresbyteryOs
Permanent
Judicial

Commission

11

Pray for Rev.
Deena Candler.
Deenais
associate pastot
for Caregiving a
West Hills

Church.

Pray for Rev.
Neal Earley,
member of the
PresbyteryOs
Personnel
Committee

12

Pray for Rev.
GregCarlson.
Greg is pastor g
Bethany in
Council Bluffs.

Pray for Ed
Lynn,

chairof the
PresbyteryOs
Personnel
Committee

13
Celebrate the cal
of RevLyle
MeesterLyle was
ordained in

1971

Pray for Calvin

Crest Camp and
Conference Cent
Boardviembers




Week of June 14 1 Prayer Calendar (calendar begins on Monday)

13

June

14

Keep this
congregation in
your prayers
throughout the
coming week:
Hope David
Matsumara is
pastor of this
congregation.

15

Celebrate the c3
of RevDick
MeyerDick was
ordained ih975

Pray for Rev.
Sally Carlson.
Sally is chaplair
at Alegent Healt
Bimmanuel

Pray for Ken
Bunnell Il1,
member of the
PresbyteryOs
Personnel
Committee

16
Celebrate the cg
of RevDick
SkelleyDick was
ordained ih963

¥y
Pray for Rébom
Clark, Stated
Supply at
Randolph
Presbyterian
Church.

17

Celebrate the cg
of RevGreg
CarlsonGreg
was ordained in

1978

Pray for Rev. J.
Keith Cook. Keit]
is retired, living i
Omaha and
editsThe
Presbyterian

Pray for Rev. Rq [L&4

VanHeukelom,
member of the
PresbyteryOs
Personnel
Committee

Pray for Rev. Bil
Beatty,member
the Presbytery®
Policy and Poilit

Committee

18
Celebrate the cg
of RevMary
HansenMary
was ordained in
1978

Celdrate the cal
of Rev. Steve

Plank. Steve wa
ordained in 1977

Pray foRev. Jim
CrapsonStated

Supply at Colleg
Springs.

19

Pray for Rev. B

Denny, living
Canton, GA

where he and h

wife, Kaygre
happily retired.

Pray for Matt
Darling, nmeber

PresbyteryOs
Policy and Poili

of the

Committee.

20

Celebrate the cal
of RevGale
PrenticeGale wag
ordained in

1951

Pray for all our
congregations.

Pray fothe
children and yout
in our preshytery
that they may ha
a safe and fun
summe




Week of June 21 ™ Prayer Calendar (calendar begins on Monday)
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June

21

Keep this
congregation in
your prayers
throughout the
coming week:
Korean

22

Pray for Rev.
Sarah Dickinsor
Sarah is the
pastor at Moshe
Pilgrim

23
Celebrate the cg
of RevBart
BrennerBart wag
ordained ih966

Pray for membe
atlarge, Rev.
Kevin Diffee.
Kevin and his
family are living
Colorado Spring

24
Celebrate the cg
of RevDave
GrimmDave wag
ordained ih956

25

Pray for Rev.
Howard Dotson.
Howard is the

pastor at
Westminster,
Omabha.

26

Pray for Rev.
Neal Earley.
Neal serves as
associate pastg
at Faith
Presbyterian in
Papillion.

27
Pray for GA; it
begins next week

Pray for our
Commissioners
Elder Bonnie
Brown
Elder Mike
O'Bradovich
Rev. Sally Carlsg
Rev. Rick Sleystg

& Pray for Rev. Alternates
Pray for Marilyn Howard Dooley.| Pray for Rev. Rev. Nancy
Dierksmember He is retired and Ken Bunnell, Rossiullinger
of the B living in Omaha | member of the Rev. Lyle Franze|
PresbyteryOs p PresbyteryOs Pray for Voinic
Policy and Poilit Policy and Poility Darling, YAD
Committee Committee member of the | Lauren Watson
_ PresbyteryOs
Pray for Mike Policy and Poili
OOBradovich, Committee
chair of the
PresbyteryOs
Policy and Poilit
Committee Pray for Rev. Dr|
Russ Palmer
member of the
PresbyteryOs
Policy and Poilit
Committee
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