
Brief Overview of 

The Self  Development of People



Jesus says: 
“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the 

acceptable year of the Lord.” 

Luke 4:18–19 

Isaiah 58:6-8 
6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 

injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go 

free, and to break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 

homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover 

them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your 

light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 

spring up quickly your vindicator[a] shall go before you, the glory 

of the LORD shall be your rear guard.

Biblical Basis for SDOP Ministry

They are the poor, the disinherited, the dispossessed, and they live with their backs 
constantly against the wall.

Thurman, Howard. Jesus and the Disinherited (p. 13). Beacon Press. Kindle Edition. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+58%3A6-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18795a


James Forman

(October 4, 1928 – January 10, 2005) was an 

American Civil Rights leader active in the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, the Black Panther 

Party, and the International Black Workers Congress. 

The Black Economic Development Conference , which 

grew out of a national conference of the same name 

was held in Detroit, Michigan, on April 26, 1969. 

James Forman became the spokesman of BEDC and the 

Black Manifesto became its platform. The BEDC asked 

for $500 million dollars in reparations from white 

churches and synagogues and said the monies would be 

used for nine projects. Among those projects outlined, 

were a black university, a communications system, and 

a southern land bank. 



In 1970, Forman presented the Black Manifesto to the 

Presbyterian Church at the 182 General Assembly. The 

Presbyterian Church listened "thoughtfully" to Forman, 

though the message was uncomfortable. In response to 

Foreman's presentation, the182nd General Assembly 

(1970) of the United Presbyterian Church in the United 

States of America gave final approval to the plan to raise 

funds for the Self-Development of People program.

The first meeting of the National Committee on the Self-

Development of People was held September 29-30, 1970. 

The Committee met with a mandate from the Assembly to 

use funds in "depressed areas and among deprived people." 

Thirty-five years later the Presbyterian Church remains 

committed to that mandate.



Our Mandate: 

The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of 

People shall assist the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 

carrying out its global commitment to work toward the 

self-development of economically poor, oppressed, and 

disadvantaged people who own, control, and benefit 

directly from projects that promote long-term change in 

their lives and communities. The mandate was established 

by the 182nd General Assembly (1970) of the former 

United Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and reaffirmed and 

approved by the 199th General Assembly (1987) of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 



One Great Hour of Sharing: 

Self-Development of People’s primary source of income 

is approximately one-third of the One Great Hour of 

Sharing, a special offering taken during Lent in 

Presbyterian congregations. The Presbyterian Hunger 

Program and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance are the 

other programs receiving a portion of the offering. 

Self  Development of People – 32%

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – 32%

Presbyterian Hunger Program – 36% 
(Including 4% to address homelessness through community organizing)



Criteria for Funding:
A project must:

• be presented, owned and controlled by the group of 

people who will benefit directly from it. 

• address long-term correction of conditions that keep 

people bound by poverty and oppression. 

• describe, in detail, its goal (the point of the project), 

its objectives (the specific steps the group will take 

to accomplish the goal), the way the direct 

beneficiaries will be involved in all stages of the project, 

and the methods to be used to achieve the goal and 

objectives. 



SDOP is

• about human dignity,

self-reliance and community

growth.

• a partner in long-term

solutions.

• about the empowerment

of people



SDOP is not

• a crisis fund for emergency situations.

• a provider of funds to social service agencies.

• a provider of  scholarships.

• a financial institution for personal loans or grants.

• a charity.

While congregations and other organizing groups 

are encouraged to reach out to communities and

provide help to groups as they develop projects, the projects

must be presented, owned and controlled by the groups who

will benefit directly from them



Grants for Low Income Community Groups

National Grants

For stories and how to apply for a grant

www.pcusa.org/sdop

Mid Council SDOP Committees

Some presbyteries and synods have Self-Development of People 

committees. These are known as Local/Mid Council SDOP 

Committees. If  there are SDOP committees in the presbytery 

and synod in which an applicant group is located, the project 

can simultaneously apply for a grant to one or all three levels 

(presbytery, synod, and national).

http://www.pcusa.org/sdop

