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Moderator’s Musings                                                                                                                               Fall, 2020 
I have heard that some people have tried to get a refund for their 2020 calendars!  I would like that!  What a year, right?  We have 
the pandemic, social isolation, maskers and anti-maskers, protests, violence, divisiveness, people unemployed and people dying.  I 
want a refund on 2020!!  Or at least a do-over!! 
 
Due to COVID-19, instead of having a Mission Blast this year, we are going to do drive by and drop off on November 14, 2020 
between the hours of 9 am and 12 noon at Presbyterian Church of the Master,  10710 Corby Circle, Omaha, and Bethany 
Presbyterian Church, 1900 S 7th St.  Council Bluffs, IA.  If you are unable to bring your items to either of these, please call Kathleen at 
712.542.0039 and she will arrange for them to be picked up for you!!   
 
Here are the items we will be looking for:  completed Gifts of Heart kits (hygiene kits) and school bags.  PDA has started collecting 
items again and we will make arrangements for these to get to Fern, Arkansas to the warehouse.  Directions and items included in 
the kits are found elsewhere in this newsletter.   
 
We will also collect Little Dresses and Little Britches.  Directions and patterns found:  http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/blog/     If 
you would like to see the children with the dresses on go to: https://www.facebook.com/GODS-Children-Primary-School-
109669194153712   These were created by our own Cheryl Henry!!  Aren’t they beautiful?  (the dresses are too) 
 
We will also collect gently used bras.  The dresses, britches and bras will be going to our partners in Manyangwa, Uganda, along with 
150 completed sanitary product bags our Together in Service coordinator has been putting together.  We will also be sending them 
handmade masks.   
The List:   

 Completed hygiene kits – going to PDA 

 Completed school bags– going to PDA  

 Little dresses – to Uganda 

 Little britches– to Uganda 

 Gently used bras– to Uganda 

 Masks for adults and children– to Uganda 
 
Bring your stuff to either PCM or Bethany on November 14, 2020.  We can still do mission even though we are not together! We are 
called to be the hands and feet of God!! 
 
Be well.  Be safe.  Be blessed. 
 
Kathleen Keefer 
PMRV-PW Moderator 

 
 

 

 

http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/GODS-Children-Primary-School-109669194153712
https://www.facebook.com/GODS-Children-Primary-School-109669194153712


 

DEVOTION – Morning Reflection by Glenn MacDonald 
 

In 1834, the British philosopher John Stuart Mill approached his friend Thomas 
Carlyle with a proposition. 
Mill had signed a contract to write a definitive history of the French Revolution. 
But he had over-committed himself to other work. 
Would Carlyle be interested in taking on the project, along with its handsome 
payment? 
Carlyle and his wife were barely making ends meet. He embraced the project 

passionately. 
After completing the sweeping first volume of his literary tour de force, Carlyle brought his one-and-only manuscript to 
Mill. Would he be willing to read it and make appropriate suggestions? 
Mill was delighted. But he absentmindedly left the manuscript at the home of another friend, where the maid – who 
could not read – used it to start a fire in the fireplace. A few charred strips of paper were all that remained of Carlyle’s 
masterpiece. 
And in 1834, hand-written documents weren't exactly backed up in the Cloud. 
Mill was beside himself with shame and grief. 
Carlyle took the news surprisingly well, at least when Mill told him what had happened. He didn’t want to add to his 
friend’s despair. 
But inwardly he felt as if his world had come to an end. All that work. Irreplaceable investments of time and research. 
Nothing left but ashes. 
Carlyle later said, “I remember and can still remember less of it than of anything I ever wrote with such toil. It is gone.” 
Some days later Carlyle found himself idly watching a brick mason building a wall. The work was ponderous. But the wall 
grew. One brick at a time. Carlyle concluded he could do the same. He restarted the project. 
The French Revolution: A History was ultimately published in 1837. It is Carlyle’s masterpiece, and has been continuously 
in print for almost 200 years. 
It may seem as if one of your deepest dreams is in ashes today: A cherished relationship  Your health. Your child’s future. 
Your career. Your confidence in God. 
Is this how your story is going to end? 
Don’t believe it. 
 
Pick up a brick. Start again.  

 
 

BIBLE STUDY FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE PRESBYTERY OF 

MISSOURI RIVER VALLEY  

If your group is not able to meet in person or you not uncomfortable meeting in 

person, please consider taking part in the On-Line Bible Study beginning on Tuesday, 

September 22 at 2 PM Central Time.  The study will be facilitated by Kathleen Keefer, 

PW Moderator for PMRV. 

Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament 
by Lynn Miller 
Suggestions for Leaders by Dee Koza 

The 2020–2021 PW/Horizons Bible study, Into the Light: Finding Hope Through 
Prayers of Lament, art and text by Lynn Miller and Suggestions for Leaders by Dee 
Koza, revives lament as a proper theological response to the difficult situations of our 
world. 

One of the foundational points of the study is that, in scripture, lament usually leads to hope. After crying 
out to God, the one who laments remembers God. And while that doesn’t fix things in the moment—the 



injustice, the loss, the wrong still exist—the one who laments is strengthened to face the world and to 
hope. 

When we lament, we move from suffering to faith. In our faith there is hope. We lament in order to hope. 
Recovering lament may be one of the church’s most timely gifts to the world. Explore lament with PW! 

If you are interested, please send an email to:  kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com or call/text: 712.542.0039 
 

I will order the books from Presbyterian Women @ $10.00.  If you would like a book, please contact 
Kathleen and send a check for $10.00 to:  PO Box 243, Clarinda, IA 51632  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 If you have never read the Horizon magazine, I am here to recommend it to you.  

 
It is a magazine focusing on how faith and life connect. The magazine includes a Bible 
study. 
The content includes mission stories, ideas for justice and peace work and devotions. You 
can learn what other Presbyterian Women groups are doing. You will be informed about 
Thank Offering and Least Coin grants. 
 
At the very least a PW group could subscribe and pass the magazine around. There are 6 
issues a year and the cost is:  Print Edition + you will get a digital copy for free+ you will 

get the Bible Study free. 
 1 Year (6 issues)    $24.95        

  2 Year (12 issues)   $44.00 You save 12%$      
  3 Year (18 issues)   $63.00  You save 16%$ 
 
Until next time stay safe, stay connected and continue to do mission work. Right now I am cutting out Christmas 
stockings for our incarcerated men and women.  Christmas is coming!!  Sue Perry 
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Ruth Murray, TIS/Justice and Peace 

 
This has been quite a year for unpredictable things happening.  Covid 19, floods, high winds, drought, earthquakes, to 
name a few of the disasters that are occurring around our country and the world. We still have so much to be thankful 
for even during these difficult times. Because we are so fortunate please consider joining with 
Presbyterians around the country who will be providing materials for the Kits of the Heart. 
 
If your church or PW would like to participate in helping to ease some of these unforeseeable 
situations, I am sure that these kits would be very much appreciated. 

 

Hygiene Kit 

Photo by Paul Jeffrey, ACT 
    (Value $15, recommended $2 processing fee per kit) 

1 — hand towel (approximately 16" x 28", no fingertip or bath towels) 
1 — washcloth 
1 — wide-tooth comb (remove from package) 
1 — nail clipper (UPDATE: nail clippers with metal files or emery boards attached are now 
accepted; remove from package) 
1 — bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
1 — toothbrush (in original packaging) 
10 — Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips 

Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Toothpaste which has an extended 
expiration date will be added to international Hygiene Kit shipments just prior to shipment. Seal all items in a one-gallon 
plastic bag with a zipper closure. 

 
School Kit  

(Value $15, recommended $2 processing fee per kit) 
1 — pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip) Sharp tips cause punctures in the bags during shipping 
3 — 70-count spiral notebooks or tape-bound pads of 8" x 10 1/2" ruled paper or pads with 200-210 sheets of 
ruled paper. Do not include filler paper. 
1 — 30-centimeter ruler (12") 
1 — hand-held pencil sharpener 
6 — new pencils with erasers                                                                                                                                Photo by CWS    
1 — large eraser                                                                                                                                      
1 — box of 24 crayons 
1 — cloth bag, 12" x 14" to 14" x 17" finished size cotton cloth bag with cloth handles; pattern available.  (Please, do not use 

reusable shopping bags or backpacks.)  Pack all items in the cloth bag.   

https://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/#PF
https://pda.pcusa.org/page/kits/#PF
http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/goh-schoolkitbagpattern.pdf


 

 

 

The New Jim Crow By Michelle Alexander 

 

This is a Book Critique on a very important subject – RACIAL JUSTICE written by Ruth Murray,  
Justice and Peace/Together in Service 
 
Much has been written about racial justice in the past and continues to be written today, but this 
book is particularly important in view of today’s hidden rules for blacks that most of us are not even 
knowledgeable about.  
First of all, for those of you who are not familiar with Jim Crow laws, I will include a quick summary of 
what they are. 

Jim Crow Laws 
(This is an article on NPR written by the freedom riders). 

The segregation and disenfranchisement laws known as "Jim Crow" represented a formal, codified system of racial apartheid that 
dominated the American South for three quarters of a century beginning in the 1890s. The laws affected almost every aspect of daily 
life, mandating segregation of schools, parks, libraries, drinking fountains, restrooms, buses, trains, and restaurants. "Whites Only" 
and "Colored" signs were constant reminders of the enforced racial order. 
 
The book “The New Jim Crow” explains why Black people still live under repressive rules that are not even considered a problem for 
Whites because they do not apply to us. It explains why our justice system, dealing with incarceration, is heavily weighted against 
Blacks. 

 

 

Honoring grief and suffering as a Christian 

A new book from Christian M. M. Brady explores the role that lament plays in our grief 
by Westminster John Knox Press | Special to Presbyterian News Service 
LOUISVILLE — Bible scholar Christian Brady was as prepared as a person could be for the death of a child — 
which is to say, not nearly well enough. 
When his eight-year-old son Mack died suddenly from a fast-moving blood infection, Brady heard the 
typical platitudes about accepting God’s will and knew that quiet acceptance was not the only godly way to 
grieve. He cried out in despair, writing, “When we are in the midst of our anguish, there is no greater 
statement of faith than to express that despair honestly: ‘My God, why have you forsaken me?’” 
With deep faith, knowledge of Scripture and the wisdom that comes only from experience, Brady finds 
license to lament, to grieve and to protest the injustice we experience in his new book, “Beautiful and 
Terrible Things: A Christian Struggle with Suffering, Grief, and Hope.” 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/honoring-grief-and-suffering-as-a-

christian/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&utm_camp

aign=Weekly+News+-+Aug%2FSep+26-01%2C+2020 

 
Lynn Japinga publishes a new Bible study with Westminster John 

Knox Press 

by Westminster John Knox Press | Special to Presbyterian News Service 
LOUISVILLE — For too long the women of the Bible have been depicted in one-dimensional terms. On one side are 
saints, such as Mary, while on the other are “bad girls,” such as Eve and Jezebel. Just as often, the female characters 
of the Bible are simply ignored. 
However, the women of the Bible are complex, multidimensional individuals whose lives are inspiring, funny, and 
tragic in ways too many of us never hear. Lynn Japinga offers a new reading of their stories in her Bible study, “From 
Widows to Warriors: Women’s Stories in the Old Testament.” 

From flawed heroes like Ruth and Rahab to fierce fighters like Deborah and Jael to tragic characters like Jephthah’s 

https://www.amazon.com/Beautiful-Terrible-Things-Christian-Suffering/dp/0664266126/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3H3DGHL4JQJVX&dchild=1&keywords=beautiful+and+terrible+things&qid=1598561268&sprefix=beautiful+and+terrible%2Caps%2C185&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beautiful-Terrible-Things-Christian-Suffering/dp/0664266126/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3H3DGHL4JQJVX&dchild=1&keywords=beautiful+and+terrible+things&qid=1598561268&sprefix=beautiful+and+terrible%2Caps%2C185&sr=8-1
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/honoring-grief-and-suffering-as-a-christian/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=Weekly+News+-+Aug%2FSep+26-01%2C+2020
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/honoring-grief-and-suffering-as-a-christian/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=Weekly+News+-+Aug%2FSep+26-01%2C+2020
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/honoring-grief-and-suffering-as-a-christian/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=Weekly+News+-+Aug%2FSep+26-01%2C+2020
https://www.wjkbooks.com/Products/0664265693/from-widows-to-warriors.aspx
https://www.wjkbooks.com/Products/0664265693/from-widows-to-warriors.aspx


daughter and the unnamed concubine of the book of Judges, readers will encounter a wealth of foremothers in the faith in all their 
messy, yet redeemable, humanity.  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/exploring-the-stories-of-the-women-of-the-old-

testament/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+%28U+S+A%29&utm

_campaign=Daily+news+-+August+26+2020 

 

Beach Calling: A Devotional Journal for the Middle Years and Beyond 
 

Beach Calling takes a fresh look at what it means to age and how to do so gracefully and faithfully.  
Missy Buchanan uses the imagery of the beach and ocean to lead us on a journey of reflection to 
find God’s plan for us as we change and grown older.   

I just started this new devotional and I love it!!  Check it out! 

 

 

‘Trouble the Water’ will be a four-part 
series with curriculum and 
discussion guides 

by Rich Copley | Presbyterian News Service 

LEXINGTON, Kentucky — The Presbyterian Week of Action will include the 
premiere of the latest offering from the church’s documentary film 

ministry, Story Productions. 
“Trouble the Water: Conversations to Disrupt Racism and Dominance,” would seem to be perfectly timed to this 
summer and mostly-virtual week of events born out of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s solidarity with the uprising 
against systemic racism and witness that God loves Black lives. 
But “Trouble the Water,” directed by David Barnhart, has been years in the making. 
“The title is very true to the spirit of the project,” said the Rev. Molly Casteel, Manager of Equity and Representation in 
the PC(USA) Office of the General Assembly. “These films were built to disrupt.” 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-film-series-on-race-premieres-during-week-of-
action/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&u
tm_campaign=Weekly+News+-+Aug+19-25%2C+2020 

 

Address from UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to UN Women, 
on the impact of Covid-19 on women’s lives around the world. 

via Live Webcast 10 am EST from the United Nations, New York City, USA 
Report from P Kay Woods to Presbyterian Women, all levels, on the 

UN WOMEN August 31, 2020 
 
 
 United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres addressed the impact of the global Covid-19 
virus pandemic on women around the world, from health to economics to violence, education, power 
inequalities, racism, and the “pandemic within a pandemic” of increasing rates globally of teen pregnancies. 
He stressed the need to push back against the “push back” of back-sliding women’s equality policies and actions in nearly every 
country at every level, both in governments and civil society. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/exploring-the-stories-of-the-women-of-the-old-testament/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+%28U+S+A%29&utm_campaign=Daily+news+-+August+26+2020
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/exploring-the-stories-of-the-women-of-the-old-testament/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+%28U+S+A%29&utm_campaign=Daily+news+-+August+26+2020
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/exploring-the-stories-of-the-women-of-the-old-testament/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Daily+News+from+the+Presbyterian+Church+%28U+S+A%29&utm_campaign=Daily+news+-+August+26+2020
https://www.amazon.com/Beach-Calling-Devotional-Journal-Middle/dp/0835818772/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2T33JJFG208TB&dchild=1&keywords=beach+calling+missy+buchanan&qid=1599757625&sprefix=the+beach+calling%2Caps%2C694&sr=8-1
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/story-productions/
http://oga.pcusa.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-film-series-on-race-premieres-during-week-of-action/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=Weekly+News+-+Aug+19-25%2C+2020
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-film-series-on-race-premieres-during-week-of-action/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=Weekly+News+-+Aug+19-25%2C+2020
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-film-series-on-race-premieres-during-week-of-action/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Presbyterian+Church+USA+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=Weekly+News+-+Aug+19-25%2C+2020


 Addressing global racism and its impact on women’s lives (understanding that whatever impacts a woman has the same 
effects on her family and community), Sec-Gen Guterres declared the need to treat racism as a social disease, on every level, 
including within the United Nations itself and stated that the latter is being addressed. 
 Both Mr. Guterres and most women whose questions were voiced admonished the imperative for intergenerational 
communication, increasing the rates of inclusion of young people in civil societal teams of management and administration as well 
as in all levels of governments from local to national to international. 
 As Presbyterian Women we of course see and address each of these issues under the guidance of Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit; to be part of the civil society invited to provide input on problems and solutions at ground level and up is, I believe, part of 
God’s plan for us. Gender equality and climate issues, along with education equality have taken big hits as issues due to the impact 
that the pandemic Covid-19 is having globally. We are urged in this address to remain strong, creative and courageous (all are PW 
attributes) and see the viral pandemic as an opportunity to create change, improve inclusiveness of young people, improve health 
care, reduce discrimination among the poverty stricken and all races and nations, and redistribute power equitably among all 
genders. 
 We can examine teen pregnancy in our own community and join with others to solve the contributing factors (online 
education while a boon during pandemic, is also contributing to children having less supervision in some cases) and urge 
governmental and religious support of the young women and babies involved. 
 We can courageously face racism as a systemic social disease that resides within our own lives and churches and step forth 
as part of the teams addressing this long standing and devastating issue.  
 We can vote. We can research the candidates in every election, look pointedly for qualified women whose values match 
ours as Presbyterian Women, and vote them into office.  Our media, human (including women’s) rights, civil liberties all are issues 
that young people worldwide are aiming toward, and in this pandemic era we have a big chance to recreate how humanity works. 
 In summary, Sec-Gen Guterres and moderators stressed the need for inclusion of women, in particular young women, to 
redistribute power more equitably, with better communication, thereby infusing a balanced creative clarity of all genders into 
positions of power globally. 
 
P.Kay Woods,  
3 Rivers Community Presbyterian Church  
Three Rivers, Ca 
Presbytery of San Joaquin 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN WISHING TO GO!!  PLEASE CONSIDER THIS EVENT. 



JUSTICE AND PEACE BOOK STUDY GROUP 
(aka BOOK CLUB) 

 
 

 

  

        

 
As  
 
 
  

The books are all recommended by Presbyterian 

Women.  The “CLUB” will have its first discussion 

October 19
th

, 2020 via zoom to discuss the book, 

Waking Up White by Debby Irving.  There will be 

two times to join the Zoom, 12:30 – 2:30 pm and 

6:30 – 8:30 pm (Central Time).  You must be 

registered to receive the study questions and to join 

the call due to Zoom protocol.  Contact Kathleen 

Keefer at:  kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com  

You do not need to commit to participate in all 6 

books discussions as you will register for each one 

separately.  

The “CLUB” is open to all regardless of gender.   

mailto:kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com


Register today to join a book study . . . 
 

          A Warrior of the People:   
       How Susan LaFlesche Overcame Racial and Gender 
        Inequality to Become America’s First Indian Doctor 
 

                       by Joe Starita 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Daytime study begins:  Monday, September 28, 2020 at 1:30-2:30 PM (CST) 
Evening study begins:  Monday, September 28, 2020 at 6:30-7:30 PM (CST) 

Groups will meet every two weeks for four sessions 

                              
Synopsis:  “On March 14, 1889, Susan LaFlesche received her medical degree becoming the first Native 

American doctor in U.S. history.  She earned her degree thirty-one years before women could vote and thirty-

five years before Indians could become citizens in their own country.  By age twenty-six, this fragile but 

indomitable Indian woman became the doctor to her tribe. Overnight, she acquired 1,244 patients scattered 

across 1,350 square miles of rolling countryside with few roads.  Her patients often were desperately poor and 

desperately sick tuberculosis, small pox, measles, influenza families scattered miles apart, whose last hope 

was a young woman who spoke their language and knew their customs,  This is the story of an Indian woman 

who effectively became the chief of an entrenched patriarchal tribe, the story of a woman who crashed 

through thick walls of ethnic, racial and gender prejudice, then spent the rest of her life using a unique 

bicultural identity to improve the lot of her people physically, emotionally, politically and spiritually.  A Warrior 

of the People is the moving biography of Susan LaFlesche’s inspirational life, and it will finally shine a light on 

her numerous accomplishments.  The author will donate all royalties from this book to a college scholarship 

fund he has established for Native American high school graduates.: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

This book study is sponsored by Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies and led by members of the PWS Native American Concerns Committee. 

It is open to interested women and men across the synod, 
via Zoom teleconferencing (using computer or phone) 

There is no charge to participate nor to use Zoom, yet registration is required. 
 
 

 

  

   Register by contacting Marilyn Stone at mmstone52@att.net  
 

  Provide the following information:  - Name 
- Email address    - Phone # 
- Presbytery     - Afternoon or evening study preference 

      

mailto:mmstone52@att.net


  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

For our next issue, we would like to hear from you.  What 
mission projects are you involved in?  What are you 

finding meaningful during this time of “physical 
distancing?”  What are you looking forward to?  What’s 
on your nightstand?  Are you meeting with other PWs?  

Need someone to talk to?  We are all here for you!!  We 
are “better together.” 

Kathleen Keefer, Moderator of PWP.  
kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com ;   Lois Feddersen, 

Treasurer lefeddersen@cox.net ; Sue Perry, Mission 
Yearbook, mikeandsue13cb@hotmail.com ; Dawn 

Goodsell, dmgoodsell1@mccneb.edu 
 

mailto:kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com
mailto:lefeddersen@cox.net
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